
February 10, 1958 

Dr. Armin C. Braun 
me Rockefeller Institute for HedBml Reaearah 
66th atrear t and York avenue 
New York 21, Mew York 

Liaar Dr. &aunr 

To your la, tter of February 6 : f a~3 a little abashed to have to 
tell you how little we aatually did with Agrobacterium tumefaciens. 
A few casual experimnnb were dam which were not very probing and 
then for reaaona I won't go into here the project wa8 not properly 
pursued. 

To your seoond question, '9y asaeaament af this work has depe,xled 
in part by my unlerrstanding that Klein had quite failed to repeat his 
ex,mr%mnts in your own laboratory. I have been rather hop- that 
aomb paOre definite statement might be forthcoming from you, I wad not 
at all fmprarPsed by the init& publication, sqmizlly with regard to 
tha rQor 41th which surviving bacteria ware excluded frown the DNA 
prepara tionril. All in all it has secsamed to rm a very oesey bu&mss 
arrf I was waiting all thfs tima to hear what the specialists in agpo- 
baaterfum, like yourself, thou&t about it. 

f will say that I a rether better impreaared by the perhapta re- 
lated s tudiea by &.~wHB~ on ths transduction of streptomyoin reaietance 
in rhieobium. Rowever, here too, I'll have to rsaintain a reserved 
reaotion until mm9 confirseation 1Le IortPlooadng. 

W.le WQ are on the subject, m%y I take the opportunity to make 
an earneest request for your more geneilEil paper8 on the biology of the 
crown-gall phenomenon? 

Pours sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Medical Genetica 


